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America's racial odyssey is the subject of this remarkable work of historical imagination. Matthew Frye
Jacobson argues that race resides not in nature but in the contingencies of politics and culture. In ever-
changing racial categories we glimpse the competing theories of history and collective destiny by which
power has been organized and contested in the United States. Capturing the excitement of the new field of
"whiteness studies" and linking it to traditional historical inquiry, Jacobson shows that in this nation of
immigrants "race" has been at the core of civic assimilation: ethnic minorities in becoming American were
reracialized to become Caucasian. He provides a counterhistory of how nationality groups such as the Irish
or Greeks became Americans as racial groups like Celts or Mediterraneans became Caucasian.

Jacobson tracks race as a conception and perception, emphasizing the importance of knowing not only how
we label one another but also how we see one another, and how that racialized vision has largely been
transformed in this century. The stages of racial formation--race as formed in conquest, enslavement,
imperialism, segregation, and labor migration--are all part of the complex, and now counterintuitive, history
of race. Whiteness of a Different Color traces the fluidity of racial categories from an immense body of
research in literature, popular culture, politics, society, ethnology, anthropology, cartoons, and legal history,
including sensational trials like the Leo Frank case and the Draft Riots of 1863.
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From reader reviews:

Melba More:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for all of us. The book Whiteness of a Different Color: European Immigrants and the
Alchemy of Race has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Whiteness of a Different Color: European Immigrants
and the Alchemy of Race is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the
book Whiteness of a Different Color: European Immigrants and the Alchemy of Race. You never experience
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Janet Steele:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Whiteness of a Different Color: European Immigrants
and the Alchemy of Race as the daily resource information.

Brenda Evans:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Whiteness of a Different Color: European Immigrants and the Alchemy of Race your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get ahead of. The Whiteness of a Different Color: European Immigrants and the Alchemy
of Race giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
information for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want
to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Pierre Winter:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be learn. Whiteness of a Different Color: European Immigrants and the Alchemy of Race can be your
answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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