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A rare and beautiful geometry primer from the 19th century

Red, yellow, blue – and of course black – are the colours that Oliver Byrne employs for the figures and
diagrams in his most unusual 1847 edition of Euclid, published by William Pickering and printed by
Chiswick Press, and which prompt the surprised reader to think of Mondrian. The author makes it clear in his
subtitle that this is a didactic measure intended to distinguish his edition from all others: "The Elements of
Euclid in which coloured diagrams and symbols are used instead of letters for the greater ease of learners."
Byrne is not content to trust solely in the supposed intuitive “logical” structure of Euclid’s axioms and
theorems – who doesn’t know the first famous sentences of Euclid’s Elements: “I. A point is that which has
no parts. II. A line is length without breadth”? –, but translates them into colourful diagrams and symbols.
He thereby thinks in terms of the school classroom: he compares his colours to the dyed chalks in which
figures are drawn on the blackboard.

Oliver Byrne (c. 1810–c. 1880) was an Irish author and civil engineer. Little is known about his life, though
he wrote a considerable number of books. As Surveyor of Her Majesty's Settlements in the Falkland Islands,
Byrne had already published mathematical and engineering works, but never anything like his edition on
Euclid. This remarkable example of Victorian printing has been described as one of the oddest and most
beautiful books of the 19th century.

Each proposition is set in Caslon italic, with a four-line initial, while the rest of the page is a unique riot of
red, yellow and blue. On some pages, letters and numbers only are printed in colour, sprinkled over the pages
like tiny wild flowers and demanding the most meticulous alignment of the different colour plates for
printing. Elsewhere, solid squares, triangles and circles are printed in bright colours, expressing a verve not
seen again on the pages of a book until the era of Dufy, Matisse and Derain.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Jackson:

Here thing why that The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid Oliver Byrne are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content than it which
is the content is as yummy as food or not. The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid Oliver Byrne giving
you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication
that similar with The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid Oliver Byrne. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can
be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid Oliver Byrne in e-book can be your alternative.

Alan Malbrough:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the guide untitled The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid Oliver Byrne can be
excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Lloyd Gilbert:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and The First Six Books of the Elements of
Euclid Oliver Byrne or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great
a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid Oliver Byrne to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Cory Thomas:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or



just seeking the The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid Oliver Byrne when you essential it?
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