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The Wen xuan, compiled by Xiao Tong (501-531) is the oldest surviving anthology of Chinese literature
arranged by genre. It contains a total of 761 pieces of prose and verse by 130 writers from the late Zhou
dynasty to the Liang dynasty (ca. 4th century B.C. to 6th century A.D.) The selection includes most of the
best examples of fu (rhapsodies) and shi (lyric poems) from the Han, Wei, Jin, and North-South Dynasties
periods, as well as representative examples of other early genres such as letters, memorials, prefaces,
imperial edicts, inscriptions, epitaphs, laments, elegies, and eulogies.

This anthology was one of the primary sources of literary knowledge for educated Chinese in the premodern
period, and it is still an essential work for specialists in classical Chinese literature. This volume completes
the translation of the rhapsodies (chapters 13 through 19) and includes many important masterpieces of early
Chinese literature such as the "Rhapsody on Literature" by Lu Ji, "Rhapsody on Contemplating the Mystery"
by Zhang Heng, "Rhapsody on Dance" by Fu Yi, and "Rhapsody on the Zither" by Xi Kang.

Originally published in 1996.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions
preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and
hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly
heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Wright:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long
to reading a e-book. The book Wen xuan or Selections of Refined Literature, Volume III: Rhapsodies on
Natural Phenomena, Birds and Animals, Aspirations and Feelings, Sorrowful ... and Passions (Princeton
Legacy Library) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book offers high quality.

Thomas Palmer:

Beside this specific Wen xuan or Selections of Refined Literature, Volume III: Rhapsodies on Natural
Phenomena, Birds and Animals, Aspirations and Feelings, Sorrowful ... and Passions (Princeton Legacy
Library) in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Wen xuan or Selections of
Refined Literature, Volume III: Rhapsodies on Natural Phenomena, Birds and Animals, Aspirations and
Feelings, Sorrowful ... and Passions (Princeton Legacy Library) because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will
not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from at this
point!

James Scott:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book Wen xuan or Selections of Refined Literature, Volume III:
Rhapsodies on Natural Phenomena, Birds and Animals, Aspirations and Feelings, Sorrowful ... and Passions
(Princeton Legacy Library) was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book you wanted.



Helen Christopher:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named
of book Wen xuan or Selections of Refined Literature, Volume III: Rhapsodies on Natural Phenomena, Birds
and Animals, Aspirations and Feelings, Sorrowful ... and Passions (Princeton Legacy Library). You can
include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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