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The Anatomy of Myth is a comprehensive study of the different methods of interpreting myths developed by
the Greeks, adopted by the Romans, and eventually passed on to Jewish and Christian interpreters of the
Bible. Greek thinkers only rarely saw "myth" as a category of thought in its own right. Most often they
viewed myths as the creation of poets, or else as an ancient revelation that had been corrupted by them. In
the first instance, critics attempted to find in the intention of the authors some deeper truth, whether physical
or spiritual; in the second, they deemed it necessary to clear away poetic falsehoods in order to recapture an
ancient revelation. Parallel to the philosophical critiques were the efforts of early historians to explain myths
as exaggerated history; myths could be purified by logos (reason) and rendered believable. Practically all of
these early methods could be lumped under the term "allegory"--to intend something different from what one
expressed. Only occasionally did philosophers veer from a concern for the literal truth of myths but a few
thinkers, while acknowledging myths as fictions, defended their value for the examples of good and bad
human behavior they offered. These early efforts were invaluable for the development of critical thinking,
enabling public criticism of even the most authoritative texts. The Church Fathers took the interpretative
methods of their pagan contemporaries and applied them vigorously to their reading of the scriptures. Pagan
Greek methods of myth interpretation passed into the Middle Ages and beyond, serving as a perennial
defense against the damaging effects of scriptural literalism and fundamentalism.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth McMillian:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this The Anatomy of Myth: The Art of Interpretation from the Presocratics to the Church Fathers.

William Carroll:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Anatomy of Myth: The Art of Interpretation from the Presocratics to the
Church Fathers why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Daniel Moore:

Beside this kind of The Anatomy of Myth: The Art of Interpretation from the Presocratics to the Church
Fathers in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Anatomy of Myth: The Art of
Interpretation from the Presocratics to the Church Fathers because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from at this
point!

Christopher Palmer:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and The Anatomy of Myth: The Art of Interpretation from
the Presocratics to the Church Fathers or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes The Anatomy of Myth: The Art of Interpretation from the Presocratics to the



Church Fathers to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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