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In The Dark Side of Genius, Laurinda Dixon examines “melancholia” as a philosophical, medical, and social
phenomenon in early modern art. Once considered to have a physical and psychic disorder, the melancholic
combined positive aspects of genius and breeding with the negative qualities of depression and obsession. By
focusing on four exemplary archetypes—the hermit, lover, scholar, and artist—this study reveals that,
despite advances in art and science, the idea of the dispirited intellectual continues to function
metaphorically as a locus for society’s fears and tensions.

The Dark Side of Genius uniquely identifies allusions to melancholia in works of art that have never before
been interpreted in this way. It is also the first book to integrate visual imagery, music, and literature within
the social contexts inhabited by the melancholic personality. By labeling themselves as melancholic, artists
created and defined a new elite identity; their self-worth did not depend on noble blood or material wealth,
but rather on talent and intellect. By manipulating stylistic elements and iconography, artists from Dürer to
Rembrandt appealed to an early modern audience whose gaze was trained to discern the invisible internal
self by means of external appearances and allusions. Today the melancholic persona, crafted in response to
the alienating and depersonalizing forces of the modern world, persists as an embodiment of withdrawn,
introverted genius.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Hayes:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Dark Side of Genius: The
Melancholic Persona in Art, ca. 1500-1700. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

James Senters:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book The Dark Side of Genius: The Melancholic Persona
in Art, ca. 1500-1700 seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide The Dark Side of Genius: The Melancholic
Persona in Art, ca. 1500-1700 is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship while using book The Dark Side of Genius: The Melancholic Persona in Art, ca. 1500-1700.
You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jackie Peters:

Often the book The Dark Side of Genius: The Melancholic Persona in Art, ca. 1500-1700 has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Willie Batres:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named
of book The Dark Side of Genius: The Melancholic Persona in Art, ca. 1500-1700. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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