
The Failure of Governance in Bell, California: Big-
Time Corruption in a Small Town

Thom Reilly

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B01J93IS48
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B01J93IS48
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B01J93IS48


The Failure of Governance in Bell, California: Big-Time
Corruption in a Small Town

Thom Reilly

The Failure of Governance in Bell, California: Big-Time Corruption in a Small Town Thom Reilly
“How could this have happened?” The question still lingers among officials and residents of the small
southern California town of Bell. Corruption is hardly an isolated challenge to the governance of America’s
cities. But following decades of benign obscurity, Bell witnessed the emergence of a truly astonishing level
of public wrongdoing—a level succinctly described by Los Angeles District Attorney Steve Cooley as
“corruption on steroids.”

Even discounting the enormous sums involved—the top administrator paid himself nearly $800,000 a year in
a town with a $35,000 average income—this was no ordinary failure of governance. The picture that
emerges from years of federal, state, and local investigations, trials, depositions, and media accounts is of an
elaborate culture of corruption and deceit created and sustained by top city administrators, councilmembers,
police officers, numerous municipal employees, and consultants.

The Failure of Governance in Bell California: Big-Time Corruption in a Small Town details how Bell was
rendered vulnerable to such massive malfeasance by a disengaged public, lack of established ethical norms,
absence of effective checks and balances, and minimal coverage by an overextended area news media. It is a
grim and nearly unbelievable story.

Yet even these factors fail to fully explain how such large-scale corruption could have arisen. More
specifically, how did it occur within a structure—the council-manager form of government—that had been
deliberately designed to promote good governance? Why were so many officials and employees prepared to
participate in or overlook the ongoing corruption? To what degree can theories of governance, such as
contagion theory or the “rover bandit” theme, explain the success of such blatant wrongdoing?

The Failure of Governance, by Arizona State University Professor Thom Reilly—himself former county
manager of Clark County, Nevada—pursues answers to these and related questions through an analysis of
municipal operations that will afford the reader deeper insight into the inner workings of city
governments—corrupt and otherwise. By considering factors arising from both theory and practice, Reilly
makes clear, in other words, why the sad saga of Bell, California represents both a case study and a warning.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Jarrard:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for people. The book The Failure of Governance in Bell, California: Big-Time Corruption in
a Small Town was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information.
It is quite advantages for you. The book The Failure of Governance in Bell, California: Big-Time Corruption
in a Small Town is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the
book The Failure of Governance in Bell, California: Big-Time Corruption in a Small Town. You never really
feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Valerie Herrera:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Failure of Governance in Bell,
California: Big-Time Corruption in a Small Town guide written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
hesitation The Failure of Governance in Bell, California: Big-Time Corruption in a Small Town as good
book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its
protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Andrea Winburn:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
you is The Failure of Governance in Bell, California: Big-Time Corruption in a Small Town this book
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Dennis Rodriguez:

This The Failure of Governance in Bell, California: Big-Time Corruption in a Small Town is brand new way
for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The
Failure of Governance in Bell, California: Big-Time Corruption in a Small Town can be the light food to suit



your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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