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Does the idea of speaking without a manuscript in the pulpit make you feel like a trapeze artist trying to
negotiate a high wire without a net? There you are, balancing delicately in the stratosphere and holding on
for dear life with nothing but you and your ballet shoes, wondering Why, oh why, didn't I bring even a sliver
of paper up here to catch me when I fall?

For many pastors, preaching without notes is a terrifying prospect -- yet reading verbatim from a manuscript
prevents a sermon from being natural and spontaneous. This book shows how you can learn to preach freely
without needing the net of written reminders, while still retaining full control over your material. It presents a
concise and workable method for creating memorable sermons that connect with listeners. By focusing on
delivery, Shepherd casts the entire sermon preparation process, including both study and composition, in a
completely new light. Using this approach will make it easy to preach sermons without notes, because they
were meant to be preached in the paperless pulpit.

Featuring a user-friendly design, Without A Net is a convenient, instructive text for both beginning and
experienced preachers. In addition to a complete system for constructing and delivering a sermon from start
to finish, there's a brief outline of the entire process that allows you to quickly locate more details on specific
topics. A concise nutshell summarizes each chapter's highlights, and there are plenty of pithy hints and tips
to help you with the essential steps. Several sample sermons are also included so you can see how this
approach actually works.

Preaching without a net may seem like magic to congregations. But there's no real secret; the answer is right
here in this book. With a little practice, one day they'll be asking you too, How do you do that?

Praise for William H. Shepherd's previous books:

No Deed Greater Than A Word: A New Approach To Biblical Preaching
An approach to preaching that respects both the sanctity of everyday life and the profound otherness of the
divine which turns a sermon into an experience of the holy. Shepherd is a scholar who knows what hard
work a deft sermon requires. He is also a disciple who understands that, in the end, effective preaching of
the gospel is always God's surprising gift.
Barbara Brown Taylor

Experience, scripture, theology, literary studies, performative views of language, and understanding the
difference between written and oral communication all meet in this book and talk to each other. It is quite
evident that here is both a teacher and practitioner of preaching. He respects the task of preaching and the
reader who is called to preach.
Fred B. Craddock

If A Sermon Falls In The Forest: Preaching Resurrection Texts

Shepherd knows the scripture and he knows how to preach.
Luke Timothy Johnson



William H. Shepherd is an author, teacher, biblical scholar, and Episcopal priest who currently serves as an
Interim Ministry Specialist in the Diocese of Connecticut. In addition to 19 years of experience in parish
ministry, he has taught preaching and biblical studies at Candler School of Theology, Virginia Theological
Seminary, George Mercer Memorial School of Theology, and Immaculate Conception Seminary. Shepherd's
writing has appeared in Christian Century, Anglican Theological Review, Emphasis: A Preaching Journal
for the Parish Pastor, and several other publications. He is a graduate of the University of Georgia, Yale
Divinity School, and received his Ph.D. in New Testament studies from Emory University.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Bragg:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important normally. The book Without a Net: Preaching in the Paperless Pulpit ended up being
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The e-book Without a Net: Preaching in the Paperless Pulpit is not only giving you far
more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Without a Net: Preaching in the
Paperless Pulpit. You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Guadalupe Ramsey:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Without a Net: Preaching in the Paperless Pulpit why
because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Ester Beckles:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Without a Net: Preaching in the Paperless
Pulpit is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Dianne Janelle:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Without a Net: Preaching in the Paperless Pulpit can give you
a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Without a Net: Preaching in the Paperless Pulpit.
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