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Students of comparative politics have long faced a vexing dilemma: how can social scientists draw broad,
applicable principles of political order from specific historical examples? In Analytic Narratives, five senior
scholars offer a new and ambitious methodological response to this important question. By employing
rational-choice and game theory, the authors propose a way of extracting empirically testable, general
hypotheses from particular cases. The result is both a methodological manifesto and an applied handbook
that political scientists, economic historians, sociologists, and students of political economy will find
essential.

In their jointly written introduction, the authors frame their approach to the origins and evolution of political
institutions. The individual essays that follow demonstrate the concept of the analytic narrative--a rational-
choice approach to explain political outcomes--in case studies. Avner Greif traces the institutional
foundations of commercial expansion in twelfth-century Genoa. Jean-Laurent Rosenthal analyzes how
divergent fiscal policies affected absolutist European governments, while Margaret Levi examines the
transformation of nineteenth-century conscription laws in France, the United States, and Prussia. Robert
Bates explores the emergence of a regulatory organization in the international coffee market. Finally, Barry
Weingast studies the institutional foundations of democracy in the antebellum United States and its
breakdown in the Civil War. In the process, these studies highlight the economic role of political
organizations, the rise and deterioration of political communities, and the role of coercion, especially
warfare, in political life. The results are both empirically relevant and theoretically sophisticated.

Analytic Narratives is an innovative and provocative work that bridges the gap between the game-theoretic
and empirically driven approaches in political economy. Political historians will find the use of rational-
choice models novel; theorists will discover arguments more robust and nuanced than those derived from
abstract models. The book improves on earlier studies by advocating--and applying--a cross-disciplinary
approach to explain strategic decision making in history.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Dyar:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Analytic Narratives (Princeton
Paperbacks) ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Analytic Narratives (Princeton
Paperbacks) is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with
all the book Analytic Narratives (Princeton Paperbacks). You never sense lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

Clarence Nelson:

The actual book Analytic Narratives (Princeton Paperbacks) will bring you to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
read, this book very ideal to you. The book Analytic Narratives (Princeton Paperbacks) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

Billie Brown:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in
the top list in your reading list is Analytic Narratives (Princeton Paperbacks). This book that is qualified as
The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.

William Hill:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book Analytic Narratives (Princeton Paperbacks) we can get more advantage. Don't one to
be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Analytic Narratives
(Princeton Paperbacks). You can more attractive than now.
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