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In 1844, on the heels of the final wave of the forced removal of thousands of Indians from the southern
United States to what is now Oklahoma, the Southern Methodist Church created a separate organization
known as the Indian Mission Conference to oversee its missionary efforts among the Native communities of
Indian Territory. Initially, the Church conducted missions as part of the era’s push toward assimilation. But
what the primarily white missionaries quickly encountered was a population who exerted more autonomy
than they expected and who used Christianity to protect their culture, both of which frustrated those eager to
bring Indian Territory into what they felt was mainstream American society.

In Capture These Indians for the Lord, Tash Smith traces the trajectory of the Southern Methodist Church in
Oklahoma when it was at the frontlines of the relentless push toward western expansion. Although many
Native people accepted the missionaries’ religious practices, Smith shows how individuals found ways to
reconcile the Methodist force with their traditional cultural practices. When the white population of Indian
Territory increased and Native sovereignty came under siege during the allotment era of the 1890s, white
communities marginalized Indians within the Church and exploited elements of mission work for their own
benefit.

Later, with white indifference toward Indian missions peaking in the early twentieth century, Smith explains
that as the remnants of the Methodist power weakened, Indian membership regained control and used the
Church to regenerate their culture. Throughout, Smith explores the complex relationships between white and
Indian community members and how these phenomena shaped Methodist churches in the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Caroline Petrie:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? All
people has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because just their can do that. It
said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school
until university need that Capture These Indians for the Lord: Indians, Methodists, and Oklahomans, 1844-
1939 to read.

Ruth Barr:

The particular book Capture These Indians for the Lord: Indians, Methodists, and Oklahomans, 1844-1939
will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Capture These Indians
for the Lord: Indians, Methodists, and Oklahomans, 1844-1939 is much recommended to you to study. You
can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jeremy Robinson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Capture These Indians for the Lord: Indians,
Methodists, and Oklahomans, 1844-1939 can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Buddy Beckstead:

Capture These Indians for the Lord: Indians, Methodists, and Oklahomans, 1844-1939 can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Capture These Indians for the Lord: Indians, Methodists, and Oklahomans, 1844-
1939 yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial
considering.
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