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For nearly 40 years, Sheldon Morgenstern has devoted his life's work to classical music in a highly
successful career as a musician, symphony orchestra conductor, teacher and director of a major music
festival. In this memoir, he weaves together the engaging story of his own experiences with forthright and
harsh commentary on the people and institutions responsible for the rapidly deteriotating state of the
performing arts in the United States and Canada. In a work rich with colourful anecdotes about family,
friends and colleagues, Morgenstern reflects on his childhood in Cleveland, Ohio, summers at the Brevard
Music Festival, studies under Ernst von Dohnanyi at Florida State University, and years at Northwestern
University. He recounts playing French horn in the Atlanta Symphony, studying conducting at the New
England Conservatory, his long tenures as Artistic Director of the Eastern Music Festival at Guilford College
in Greensboro, North Carolina, and performances as guest conductor with hundreds of orchestras around the
world. Morgenstern also laments his disappointing tenure as Consultant for Programme Planning and
Content during the planning stages of the Wolf Trap Farm Park for the Performing Arts, detailing his battles
with patron Catherine Shouse. Morgenstern scrutinizes the reasons behind the increasing mediocrity of
classical music and the precarious financial state of professional symphony orchestras, some of which have
already declared bankruptcy. He sharply criticizes the National Endowment for the Arts, the Canada Council,
the American Symphony Orchestra League, orchestra boards, politicans at all levels of government, arts
councils, agents and the elimination of music education in nearly all public schools. He is also highly critical
of Yo-Yo Ma, Shlomo Mintz, Daniel Barenboim, and other superstars who command extraordinary fees for
sometimes second-rate performances but do little to teach young artists or to support struggling companies
and festivals. Morgenstern concludes by calling for strong actions that will ensure the economic survivial of
the arts without sacrificing excellence in performance or repertoire. Filled with vivid behind-the-scenes
descriptions and highlighting such figures as Leonard Bernstein, Josef Gingold, Glenn Gould, Robert
Joffrey, Eric Leinsdorf, Wynton Marsalis, Michael Rabin, Leonard Rose, Gunther Schuller and William
Schuman, "No Vivaldi in the Garage" offers a refreshingly candid insider's perspective on the classical music
scene.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Chamberland:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this No Vivaldi in the Garage: A Requiem for Classical Music in North
America.

Susan Hare:

Precisely why? Because this No Vivaldi in the Garage: A Requiem for Classical Music in North America is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Harry Thomas:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. No Vivaldi in the Garage: A Requiem for Classical Music in North America can be
your answer since it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Richard Diller:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This e-book No Vivaldi in the Garage: A Requiem for Classical Music in North
America was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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