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There is no question that European colonization introduced smallpox, measles, and other infectious diseases
to the Americas, causing considerable harm and death to indigenous peoples. But though these diseases were
devastating, their impact has been widely exaggerated. Warfare, enslavement, land expropriation, removals,
erasure of identity, and other factors undermined Native populations. These factors worked in a deadly cabal
with germs to cause epidemics, exacerbate mortality, and curtail population recovery.

Beyond Germs: Native Depopulation in North America challenges the “virgin soil” hypothesis that was used
for decades to explain the decimation of the indigenous people of North America. This hypothesis argues
that the massive depopulation of the New World was caused primarily by diseases brought by European
colonists that infected Native populations lacking immunity to foreign pathogens. In Beyond Germs,
contributors expertly argue that blaming germs lets Europeans off the hook for the enormous number of
Native American deaths that occurred after 1492.

Archaeologists, anthropologists, and historians come together in this cutting-edge volume to report a wide
variety of other factors in the decline in the indigenous population, including genocide, forced labor, and
population dislocation. These factors led to what the editors describe in their introduction as “systemic
structural violence” on the Native populations of North America.

While we may never know the full extent of Native depopulation during the colonial period because the
evidence available for indigenous communities is notoriously slim and problematic, what is certain is that a
generation of scholars has significantly overemphasized disease as the cause of depopulation and has
downplayed the active role of Europeans in inciting wars, destroying livelihoods, and erasing identities.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Maestas:

The reason why? Because this Beyond Germs: Native Depopulation in North America (Amerind Studies in
Archaeology) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it
will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book
in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you
I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Raymond Lee:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Beyond Germs:
Native Depopulation in North America (Amerind Studies in Archaeology), it is possible to enjoy both. It is
great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its
mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Floyd Lipp:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, and soon. The Beyond Germs: Native Depopulation in North America (Amerind Studies in
Archaeology) will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Helen Widner:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By book
Beyond Germs: Native Depopulation in North America (Amerind Studies in Archaeology) we can consider
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Only
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Beyond
Germs: Native Depopulation in North America (Amerind Studies in Archaeology). You can more desirable



than now.
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