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On the day William and his family move into the parsonage in Plaintown, Kansas, he meets two boys who
will also be high school freshmen. Clive is immediately hostile, introducing him as "Silly Willy" and
"Preacher's Brat". During the first week of school Clive knocks William to the sidewalk and punches and
pounds on him until Jim interferes.

Jim and William quickly become friends. They share many classes, band, and lunch. On Saturdays, they
often go fishing. Late in the autumn, they camp out, and Jim demonstrates astonishing courage.

But when Pearl Harbor is bombed, war divides the town and destroys William's friendship with Jim. Caught
up in the mood of patriotism that sweeps the country, William is eager to do whatever he can to support the
war effort. Jim, a Mennonite pacifist, won't even sing patriotic songs, much less help the war effort by
collecting scrap iron and newspapers. Clive's brother is fighting in the Pacific, but Jim's brothers refuse to
carry guns.

Although William's father, the Methodist minister, preaches tolerance, Plaintown's "patriotic Americans"
harass their Mennonite neighbors, accusing them of cowardice and of sympathy for the enemy. William finds
himself alone and isolated, distanced from Jim and Jim's Mennonite friends, yet unwilling to surrender to the
demands of Clive and Clive's friends. Drastic changes within William's family add to his distress.

This novel about friendship and courage explores the issue of pacifism against the backdrop of World War
II.
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From reader reviews:

Emma O\'Neill:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Friends and Enemies. Try to the actual book Friends and
Enemies as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Heidi Montgomery:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Friends and Enemies will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think
that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Eric Hodges:

You could spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Friends and Enemies is simple to develop
you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space
to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Carolyn Ziolkowski:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Friends and Enemies
which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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