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Father Abram J. Ryan (1838¬-1886) held dual roles in the post¬-Civil War era: he was at once an architect
of ascendant Lost Cause ideology and one of its leading icons. Among Southern sympathizers after the war,
his celebrity placed him in a pantheon of Confederate figures that included Robert E. Lee and Stonewall
Jackson. Lee's surrender at Appomattox catapulted the then twenty-seven-year-old Catholic chaplain to
regional and finally national fame. His verses, which investigated faith and propagated a romanticized view
of the Southern cause, went through forty-seven editions by the 1930s, and Ryan himself became a near-
mythical figure: the celebrated "Poet-Priest of the South." In his eulogy for Father Ryan, Hannis Taylor
declared, "The lost cause became incarnate in the heart of Father Ryan, who cherished it as his forefathers
had cherished the cause of Ireland."

Ryan's  deep involvement in a variety of causes-Southern, Catholic, and Irish-brought him into dialogue with
cultural movements ranging from Fenianism and public school debates to sentimentalism and female
religious orders.  He also edited two influential postwar newspapers, and his writings made him familiar to
figures ranging from Orestes Brownson and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow to Jefferson Davis and John
Mitchel.  His posthumous influence extended to such writers as William Faulkner, Margaret Mitchell, O.
Henry, and Flannery O'Connor. Praised by President William McKinley, who recited his favorite Father
Ryan verses in the White House, and by Joseph Pulitzer, who made a bequest for a Ryan memorial, Ryan
was well-loved by those who commemorated a nearly imagined antebellum South-so much so that the myth
of Ryan sometimes rivaled the myth of the Old South. A lack of verifiable information about Father Ryan's
life aided this mythologizing process. Biographical material lies scattered in archives around the nation and
the world, and much is spurious or hagiographical, particularly concerning the nature of Ryan's military
service, which has remained (until now) a mystery. The result of meticulous scholarship and decades of
careful collecting to create a body of reliable information, this definitive, full-length biography of the
enigmatic Confederate poet presents a close examination of the man behind the myth and separates Lost
Cause legend from fact.

Scholars and students of the Civil War, of the Irish in America, and of American religious history will find
this a fascinating examination of a controversial figure.

Donald R. Beagle is director of library services at Belmont Abbey College in Charlotte, North Carolina, and
curator of the Father Ryan Archive. His many articles have appeared in journals such as Catholic Library
World, Journal of Academic Librarianship, and Libri: International Library Review.

Bryan A. Giemza is currently the postdoctoral fellow at the University of South Carolina's Institute for
Southern Studies.  He is the assistant editor of Southern Writers: A New Biographical Dictionary, and his
articles on American literature have appeared in a variety of journals.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Quirk:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or
novel. The Poet of the Lost Cause: A Life of Father Ryan is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

James Drennan:

This book untitled Poet of the Lost Cause: A Life of Father Ryan to be one of several books which best seller
in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Neil Owens:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Poet of the Lost Cause: A Life of Father Ryan
guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing
skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Poet of the Lost Cause: A Life of Father
Ryan as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't judge
book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Stacie Logan:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go through
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
soon. The Poet of the Lost Cause: A Life of Father Ryan provide you with a new experience in reading
through a book.
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