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The Devotio Moderna, or Modern Devout, puzzled their contemporaries. Beginning in the 1380s in market
towns along the Ijssel River of the east-central Netherlands and in the county of Holland, they formed
households organized as communes and forged lives centered on private devotion. They lived on city streets
alongside their neighbors, managed properties and rents in common, and worked in the textile and book
trades, all the while refusing to profess vows as members of any religious order or to acquire spouses and
personal property as lay citizens. They defended their self-designed style of life as exemplary and sustained
it in the face of opposition, their women labeled "beguines" and their men "lollards," both meant as
derogatory terms. Yet the movement grew, drawing in women and schoolboys, priests and laymen, and
spreading outward toward Münster, Flanders, and Cologne.

The Devout were arguably more culturally significant than the Lollards and Beguines, yet they have
commanded far less scholarly attention in English. John Van Engen's magisterial book keeps the Modern
Devout at its center and thinks through their story anew. Few interpreters have read the Devout so insistently
within their own time and space by looking to the social and religious conditions that marked towns and
parishes in northern Europe during the fifteenth century and examining the widespread upheavals in cultural
and religious life between the 1370s and the 1440s. In Sisters and Brothers of the Common Life, Van Engen
grasps the Devout in their humanity, communities, and beliefs, and places them firmly within the urban
societies of the Low Countries and the cultures we call late medieval.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Mason:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Sisters and Brothers of the Common Life: The Devotio
Moderna and the World of the Later Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) can be fine book to read. May
be it is usually best activity to you.

John Espitia:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Sisters and Brothers
of the Common Life: The Devotio Moderna and the World of the Later Middle Ages (The Middle Ages
Series) will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Charles Denzer:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Sisters and Brothers of the Common Life: The Devotio Moderna and
the World of the Later Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) this book consist a lot of the information with
the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Louis McCarthy:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Sisters and Brothers of the
Common Life: The Devotio Moderna and the World of the Later Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) as
well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel



would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those
books are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book
likes Sisters and Brothers of the Common Life: The Devotio Moderna and the World of the Later Middle
Ages (The Middle Ages Series) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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