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Janet Coleman brilliantly recreates the time, the place, the personalities, and the neurotic magic whereby the
Compass made theater history in America. The Compass began in a storefront theater near the University of
Chicago campus in the summer of 1955 and lasted only a few years before its players—including David
Shepherd, Paul Sills, Elaine May, Mike Nichols, Barbara Harris, and Shelley Berman—moved on. Out of
this group was born a new form: improvisational theater and a radically new kind of comedian. "They did
not plan to be funny or to change the course of comedy," writes Coleman. "But that is what happened."

"For anyone who is interested in theatre, underground theatre, improvisational theatre, and the sheer madness
of trying something new with a repertory group, The Compass will prove a welcome history with fascinating
details."—Norman Mailer

"Janet Coleman has done a spectacular job of capturing the history, the almost alarmingly diverse cultural
influences, and the extraordinary people who made up the Compass."—Neal Weaver, Los Angeles Village
View

"Engrossing. . . . An open window on a part of the theater that should be known."—Arthur Miller

"A valuable chronicle of an important chapter in the history of comedy and theater."—William Wolf, New
York Observer

"The eruptive, disruptive talents who made the theater memorable are the same ones who make The
Compass a good read."—Jay Cocks, Time

"A moving, inspirational, anecdote-studded feast."—Publishers Weekly
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From reader reviews:

David Soto:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
The Compass: The Improvisational Theatre that Revolutionized American Comedy (Centennial Publications
of The University of Chicago Press).

Archie Beard:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Compass: The Improvisational Theatre that Revolutionized American Comedy (Centennial
Publications of The University of Chicago Press) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get prior to. The The Compass: The Improvisational Theatre that Revolutionized American
Comedy (Centennial Publications of The University of Chicago Press) giving you one more experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

Ronald Smith:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Compass: The Improvisational
Theatre that Revolutionized American Comedy (Centennial Publications of The University of Chicago
Press) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You
can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Dennis Lewis:

You can obtain this The Compass: The Improvisational Theatre that Revolutionized American Comedy
(Centennial Publications of The University of Chicago Press) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge.



Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for
you.
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