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The stunning memoir of “one of the few genuine heroes of America’s war in Iraq” (Dexter Filkins), a
rare glimpse into the perspective of the Iraqi people, and a searching exploration of America’s moral
obligations to those Iraqis who stepped forward to help.

In January 2005 Kirk Johnson, then twenty-four, arrived in Baghdad as USAID’s only Arabic-speaking
American employee. Despite his opposition to the war, Johnson felt called to civic duty and wanted to help
rebuild Iraq.

Appointed as USAID’s first reconstruction coordinator in Fallujah, he traversed the city’s IED-strewn
streets, working alongside idealistic Iraqi translators—young men and women sick of Saddam, filled with
Hollywood slang, and enchanted by the idea of a peaceful, democratic Iraq. It was not to be. As sectarian
violence escalated, Iraqis employed by the US coalition found themselves subject to a campaign of
kidnapping, torture, and assassination.

On his first brief vacation, Johnson, swept into what doctors later described as a “fugue state,” crawled onto
the ledge outside his hotel window and plunged off. He would spend the next year in an abyss of depression,
surgery, and PTSD—crushed by having failed in Iraq.

One day, Johnson received an email from an Iraqi friend, Yaghdan: People are trying to kill me and I need
your help. After being identified by a militiaman, Yaghdan had emerged from his house to find the severed
head of a dog and a death threat. That email launched Johnson’s now seven-year mission to get help from the
US government for Yaghdan and thousands of abandoned Iraqis like him. The List Project has helped more
than 1,500 Iraqis find refuge in America. To Be a Friend Is Fatal is Kirk W. Johnson’s unforgettable portrait
of the human rubble of war and his efforts to redeem a shameful chapter of American history.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Lockhart:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this To Be a Friend Is Fatal: The Fight to
Save the Iraqis America Left Behind book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Daniel Starnes:

This book untitled To Be a Friend Is Fatal: The Fight to Save the Iraqis America Left Behind to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get
a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Lee Erbe:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them
is this To Be a Friend Is Fatal: The Fight to Save the Iraqis America Left Behind.

William Kavanaugh:

The particular book To Be a Friend Is Fatal: The Fight to Save the Iraqis America Left Behind has a lot info
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after looking over this book.
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