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Before the Computer fully explores the data processing industry in the United States from its nineteenth-
century inception down to the period when the computer became its primary tool. As James Cortada
describes what was once called the "office appliance industry," he challenges our view of the digital
computer as a revolutionary technology. Cortada interprets reliance on computers as a development within
an important segment of the American economy that was earlier represented largely by such instruments as
typewriters, tabulating machines, adding machines, and calculators. He also describes how many of the
practices of the office appliance industry evolved into those of the computer world. Drawing on previously
unavailable industry archives, the author adds to our understanding of IBM's early history and offers short
corporate histories of firms that include NCR, Burroughs, and Remington Rand. Focusing on the United
States but also including comparative material on Europe and Asia, Before the Computer will be a unique
source of knowledge about the companies that built office equipment and their enormous impact on
economic life.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Linton:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled
Before the Computer: IBM, NCR, Burroughs, & Remington Rand & the Industry They Created, 1865-1956?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Sharon Garcia:

The ability that you get from Before the Computer: IBM, NCR, Burroughs, & Remington Rand & the
Industry They Created, 1865-1956 is a more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the
more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Before the
Computer: IBM, NCR, Burroughs, & Remington Rand & the Industry They Created, 1865-1956 giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Before the Computer: IBM,
NCR, Burroughs, & Remington Rand & the Industry They Created, 1865-1956 instantly.

Esther Belote:

Typically the book Before the Computer: IBM, NCR, Burroughs, & Remington Rand & the Industry They
Created, 1865-1956 has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot
of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead
of write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Nadine Taylor:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Before the Computer: IBM, NCR,
Burroughs, & Remington Rand & the Industry They Created, 1865-1956 to make your current reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the book Before
the Computer: IBM, NCR, Burroughs, & Remington Rand & the Industry They Created, 1865-1956 can to
be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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