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Once stigmatized as 'the worst epic ever written', Silius Italicus' Punica is now the focus of a resurgence of
critical interest and wide-ranging positive reappraisal. In a climate of flourishing interest in Flavian literary
culture, Punica  7 now joins the rising number of commentaries on Flavian epic. While offering an insightful
analysis of Silius' complex intertextuality, Littlewood demonstrates how his republican theme bears the
imprint of Rome's more recent experience of civil conflict and the military and civic ethos of the Flavians,
and illuminates the poet's engagement with luxuria, exploring tensions within the literary and political
culture of the Age of Domitian. The narrative of Punica 7 is a tale of treachery and perseverance, of a battle
of wills and the desecration of the Italian land, which is poetically interpreted through intertextual allusion to
Virgil's Georgics. In the centre of the book Hannibal commits the anti-pastoral atrocity of igniting 2000
Roman ploughing oxen to simulate a nocturnal raid based on Homer's Doloneia. The burning flesh of this
subverted sacrifice, interwoven with imagery evoking bacchanal madness and the rising smoke of the sack of
Troy, sets the stage for a dramatic finale in which Rome's traditional virtues triumph over oriental guile and
internal discord. This penetrating study explores how the historical narrative coalesces with mythology, the
proto-history of Rome, and the genealogy of its protagonists.

Littlewood's volume is the first full English commentary on a book of Silius Italicus' Punica and is supported
by an extended introduction covering Silius' life, his literary models, the characterization of his protagonists,
Fabius and Hannibal, his epic style, and the transmission of the text.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Saffold:

This Commentary on Silius Italicus, Punica 7 are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Commentary on Silius Italicus, Punica 7 can be among the great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with
information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Commentary on Silius Italicus, Punica 7 giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Emma Patterson:

This book untitled Commentary on Silius Italicus, Punica 7 to be one of several books that will best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to
buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is
no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Michael Yancey:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in
the top list in your reading list will be Commentary on Silius Italicus, Punica 7. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Ella Hodge:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Commentary on Silius Italicus, Punica 7 or
even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Commentary on Silius Italicus, Punica 7 to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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