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Desert aflame
Sebastião Salgado documents the torched Kuwaiti oil wells

In January and February 1991, as the United States-led coalition drove Iraqi forces out of Kuwait, Saddam
Hussein’s troops retaliated with an inferno. At some 700 oil wells and an unspecified number of oil-filled
low-lying areas they ignited vast, raging fires, sending billowing black clouds over the region and thousands
of tons of nitrous oxide and carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.

As the desperate efforts to contain and extinguish the conflagration progressed, Sebastião Salgado traveled
to Kuwait to witness the crisis firsthand. The conditions were excruciating. The heat was so vicious that
Salgado’s smallest lens warped. A journalist and another photographer were killed when a slick ignited as
they crossed it. Sticking close to the firefighters, and with characteristic sensitivity to both human and
envrionmental impact, Salgado captured the terrifying scale of this “huge theater the size of the planet”:
the ravaged landscape; the sweltering temperatures; the air choking on charred sand and soot; the blistered
remains of camels; the sand still littered with cluster bombs; and the flames and smoke soaring to the skies,
blocking out the sunlight, dwarfing the oil-coated firefighters.

Salgado’s epic pictures first appeared in the New York Times Magazine in June 1991 and were subsequently
widely published and awarded the Oskar Barnack Award, recognizing outstanding images on the
relationship between man and the environment. Kuwait: A Desert on Fire is the first monograph of this
astonishing series. Like Genesis, Exodus, and The Children, it is as much a major document of modern
history as an extraordinary body of photographic work.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Carrillo:

The book Sebastião Salgado: Kuwait, A Desert on Fire give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Sebastião Salgado:
Kuwait, A Desert on Fire to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and
read a guide Sebastião Salgado: Kuwait, A Desert on Fire. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Zoe Harris:

Here thing why that Sebastião Salgado: Kuwait, A Desert on Fire are different and dependable to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Sebastião Salgado: Kuwait, A Desert on Fire giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Sebastião
Salgado: Kuwait, A Desert on Fire. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of Sebastião Salgado: Kuwait, A Desert on Fire in e-book can
be your option.

Arlene Miller:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Sebastião Salgado: Kuwait, A
Desert on Fire is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Pamela Postma:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Sebastião Salgado: Kuwait, A Desert on Fire
can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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