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That Wagner conceived of himself creatively as both man and woman is central to an understanding of his
life and art. So argues Jean-Jacques Nattiez in this richly insightful work, where he draws from semiology,
music criticism, and psychoanalysis to explore such topics as Wagner's theories of music drama, his anti-
Semitism, and his psyche.

Wagner, who wrote the libretti for the operas he composed, maintained that art is the union of the feminine
principle, music, and the masculine principle, poetry. In light of this androgynous model, Nattiez reinterprets
the Wagnerian canon, especialy the Ring of the Nibelung, which is shown to contain a metaphorical
transposition of Wagner's conception of the history of music: Siegfried appears as the poet, Brunnhilde, as
music, and their union is an androgynous one in which individual identity fades and the loversrevert to a
preconflictual, presexua state.

Nattiez traces the androgynous symbol in Wagner's theoretical writings throughout his career. Looking to
explain how thisidea, so closely bound up with sexuality, took root in Wagner's mind, the author considers
the possibility of Freudian and Jungian interpretations. In particular he explores the composer's relationship
with his mother, a distant woman who discouraged hisinterest in the theater, and his stepfather, aloving man
whom Wagner suspected was not only hisreal father but also a Jew. Along with psychoanalysis, Nattiez
critically applies various structuralist and feminist theories to Wagner's creative enterprise to demonstrate
how the nature of twentieth-century hermeneuticsisitself androgynous.

Originally published in 1993.

The Princeton Legacy Library usesthe latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previoudly out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions
preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and
hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library isto vastly increase access to the rich scholarly
heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:
Corey Valenzuda:

Here thing why that Wagner Androgyne (Princeton Legacy Library) are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is
as delightful asfood or not. Wagner Androgyne (Princeton Legacy Library) giving you information deeper
and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Wagner
Androgyne (Princeton Legacy Library). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. Y ou can easily
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having
difficultiesin bringing the branded book maybe the form of Wagner Androgyne (Princeton Legacy Library)
in e-book can be your aternate.

Jillian Diaz:

This book untitled Wagner Androgyne (Princeton Legacy Library) to be one of several booksin which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit onit. Y ou will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Joseph M oody:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get
alot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire al their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Wagner Androgyne
(Princeton Legacy Library).

Martin Dowling:

Wagner Androgyne (Princeton Legacy Library) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Wagner Androgyne
(Princeton Legacy Library) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucia imagining.
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