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America's post--Cold War strategic dominance and its pre-recession affluence inspired pundits to make
celebratory comparisons to ancient Rome at its most powerful. Now, with America no longer perceived as
invulnerable, engaged in protracted fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan, and suffering the worst economic
downturn since the Great Depression, comparisons are to the bloated, decadent, ineffectual later Empire. In
Why America Is Not a New Rome, Vaclav Smil looks at these comparisons in detail, going deeper than the
facile analogy-making of talk shows and glossy magazine articles. He finds profound differences.

Smil, a scientist and a lifelong student of Roman history, focuses on several fundamental concerns: the very
meaning of empire; the actual extent and nature of Roman and American power; the role of knowledge and
innovation; and demographic and economic basics--population dynamics, illness, death, wealth, and misery.
America is not a latter-day Rome, Smil finds, and we need to understand this in order to look ahead without
the burden of counterproductive analogies. Superficial similarities do not imply long-term political,
demographic, or economic outcomes identical to Rome's.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Wiggins:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Why America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press)
as your daily resource information.

James Stewart:

Why America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Why America Is Not a
New Rome (MIT Press) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Dominick Tran:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find publication
that need more time to be learn. Why America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Lester Baker:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Why America Is Not a New
Rome (MIT Press) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books
have than the others?
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