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“Are you an American, or are you not?” This was the question Harry Wheeler, sheriff of Cochise County,
Arizona, used to choose his targets in one of the most remarkable vigilante actions ever carried out on U.S.
soil. And this is the question at the heart of Katherine Benton-Cohen’s provocative history, which ties that
seemingly remote corner of the country to one of America’s central concerns: the historical creation of racial
boundaries.

It was in Cochise County that the Earps and Clantons fought, Geronimo surrendered, and Wheeler led the
infamous Bisbee Deportation, and it is where private militias patrol for undocumented migrants today. These
dramatic events animate the rich story of the Arizona borderlands, where people of nearly every
nationality?drawn by “free” land or by jobs in the copper mines?grappled with questions of race and national
identity. Benton-Cohen explores the daily lives and shifting racial boundaries between groups as disparate as
Apache resistance fighters, Chinese merchants, Mexican-American homesteaders, Midwestern dry farmers,
Mormon polygamists, Serbian miners, New York mine managers, and Anglo women reformers.

Racial categories once blurry grew sharper as industrial mining dominated the region. Ideas about home,
family, work and wages, manhood and womanhood all shaped how people thought about race. Mexicans
were legally white, but were they suitable marriage partners for “Americans”? Why were Italian miners
described as living “as no white man can”? By showing the multiple possibilities for racial meanings in
America, Benton-Cohen’s insightful and informative work challenges our assumptions about race and
national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Pacheco:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the
Borderline Americans: Racial Division and Labor War in the Arizona Borderlands is kind of guide which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Dwight Case:

The actual book Borderline Americans: Racial Division and Labor War in the Arizona Borderlands has a lot
info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Livia Wilder:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Borderline Americans: Racial Division and Labor War
in the Arizona Borderlands can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Frank Hudson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book Borderline Americans: Racial Division and Labor War in the Arizona Borderlands
was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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