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Isaiah Berlin and the Enlightenment
Isaiah Berlin (1909-97) was recognized as Britain's most distinguished historian of ideas. Many of his essays
discussed thinkers of what this book calls the 'long Enlightenment' (from Vico in the eighteenth century to
Marx and Mill in the nineteenth, with Machiavelli as a precursor). Yet he is particularly associated with the
concept of the 'Counter-Enlightenment', comprising those thinkers (Herder, Hamann, and even Kant) who in
Berlin's view reacted against the
Enlightenment's naïve rationalism, scientism and progressivism, its assumption that human beings were
basically homogeneous and could be rendered happy by the remorseless application of scientific reason.
Berlin's 'Counter-Enlightenment' has received critical attention, but no-one has yet analysed the
understanding of the Enlightenment on which it rests. Isaiah Berlin and the Enlightenment explores the
development of Berlin's conception of the Enlightenment, noting its curious narrowness, its ambivalence,
and its indebtedness to a specific German intellectual tradition. Contributors to the book examine his
comments on individual writers, showing how they were inflected by his questionable assumptions, and
arguing that some of the writers he assigned to the 'Counter-Enlightenment'
have closer affinities to the Enlightenment than he recognized. By locating Berlin in the history of
Enlightenment studies, this book also makes a contribution to defining the historical place of his work and to
evaluating his intellectual legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Maranda Shoemaker:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Isaiah Berlin and the Enlightenment
book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Michelle Seidl:

The reserve with title Isaiah Berlin and the Enlightenment includes a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Kristen Blasingame:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Isaiah Berlin and the Enlightenment was filled regarding science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to
read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Donald Barber:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Isaiah Berlin and the Enlightenment to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about
book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside
that the e-book Isaiah Berlin and the Enlightenment can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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