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This book is composed of five chapters on long serving American college presidents whose overlapping
tenures largely spanned the 20th century (plus a coda). It is written for all those, specialists and generalists
alike, interested in the leadership of American higher education, especially elite institutions. Each president
(except in the coda) is discussed extensively on his comparative roles as Leader, Manager, Energizer, Envoy,
and Intellectual.

Nicholas Murphy Butler of Columbia (1900-45) admittedly did much to make modern Columbia but in such
a high handed self-aggrandizing manner as to make moderns flinch. Robert Hutchins of Yale (1930-51) was
a boy wonder, dean of the Yale Law school at 27, and president of the University of Chicago three years
later. Handsome, brilliant, dashing, he embodied the charismatic leader of a quintessentially cerebral
institution. James Bryant Conant of Harvard (1933-55) did much to remake Harvard into a post-Brahmin
worldly institution, redolent of a meritocractic German university, but also tolerated prejudices in the
selection of students and faculty, undermining his meritocractic aims. John Sloan Dickey of Dartmouth
(1946-71) strove to adapt his highly prestigious but mainly undergraduate college to its Ivy League research
university counterparts. At the same time, he strove to retain a unique undergraduate ethos. Ultimately, he
was undone by the uprisings of the 1960s. By way of contrast, Derek Bok of Harvard (1971-1991, 2006) not
only thrived in the tumult of the 60s but proceeded to turn back the clock to a long presidential tenure in a
time of much shorter ones. Although Bok had some problems and disappointments during his 20 years in
office, his success was confirmed when welcomed back as an interim president after the sudden resignation
of a successor. Which leads to a coda: It was that successor, Lawrence Summers (2003-06), with his
replication of the self-centered, uncivil lack of collegiality of Nicholas Murray Butler, that led to Summers's
downfall after only three years in office—which likely tells us much about college presidencies in the 21st
century.
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From reader reviews:

Rodolfo Rodgers:

This Five 20th Century College Presidents: From Butler to Bok (Plus Summers) book is not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This Five 20th Century College Presidents: From Butler to Bok (Plus
Summers) without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't become worry Five 20th Century College Presidents: From Butler to Bok (Plus Summers) can bring
once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your
lovely laptop even phone. This Five 20th Century College Presidents: From Butler to Bok (Plus Summers)
having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Michael Torres:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be
the guide untitled Five 20th Century College Presidents: From Butler to Bok (Plus Summers) can be great
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Alexander Taylor:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Five 20th Century
College Presidents: From Butler to Bok (Plus Summers) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Jamie Durbin:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of
book Five 20th Century College Presidents: From Butler to Bok (Plus Summers). Contain your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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