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Among the world's instruments, the piano stands out as the most versatile, powerful, and misunderstood --
even by those who have spent much of their lives learning to play. In Piano Notes, a finalist for a 2003
National Book Critics Circle Award, Charles Rosen, one of the world's most talented pianists, distills a
lifetime of wisdom and lore into an unforgettable tour of the hidden world of piano playing.
You'll read about how a note is produced, why a chord can move us, why the piano -- "hero and villain" of
tonality -- has shaped the course of Western music, and why it is growing obsolete. Rosen explains what it
means that Beethoven composed in his head whereas Mozart would never dream of doing so, why there are
no fortissimos in the works of Ravel, and why a piano player's acrobatics have an important dramatic effect
but nothing more. Ending on a contemplative note, Piano Notes offers an elegant argument that piano music
"is not just sound or even significant sound" but a mechanical, physical, and fetishistic experience that faces
new challenges in an era of recorded music. Rosen ponders whether piano playing will ever again be the
same, and his insights astonish.
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From reader reviews:

John Lee:

The book Piano Notes: The World of the Pianist will bring someone to the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this
book very appropriate to you. The book Piano Notes: The World of the Pianist is much recommended to you
to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Robert Monson:

This Piano Notes: The World of the Pianist is great reserve for you because the content which is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences
in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Piano Notes: The World of the Pianist in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right
but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that
will?

Aaron Eldred:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Piano Notes: The World of the Pianist will give you new experience in studying a book.

Joseph Myrick:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Piano Notes: The World of the Pianist can give you
a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Piano Notes: The World of the Pianist.
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