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This intellectual portrait of Romain Rolland (1866-1944)--French novelist, musicologist, dramatist, and
Nobel prizewinner in 1915--focuses on his experiments with political commitment against the backdrop of
European history between the two world wars. Best known as a biographer of Beethoven and for his novel,
Jean-Christophe, Rolland was one of those nonconforming writers who perceived a crisis of bourgeois
society in Europe before the Great War, and who consciously worked to discredit and reshape that society in
the interwar period. Analyzing Rolland's itinerary of engaged stands, David James Fisher clarifies aspects of
European cultural history and helps decipher the ambiguities at the heart of all forms of intellectual
engagement.

Moving from text to context, Fisher organizes the book around a series of debates--Rolland's public and
private collisions over specific committed stands--introducing the reader to the polemical style of French
intellectual discourse and offering insight into what it means to be a responsible intellectual. Fisher presents
Rolland's private ruminations, extensive research, and reexamination of the function and style of the French
man of letters. He observes that Rolland experimented with five styles of commitment: oceanic mysticism
linked to progressive, democratic politics; free thinking linked to antiwar dissent; pacifism and, ultimately,
Gandhism; antifacism linked to anti-imperialism, antiracism, and all-out political resistance to fascism; and,
most controversially, fellow traveling as a form of socialist humanism and the positive side of antifascism.
Fisher views Rolland's engagement historically and critically, showing that engaged intellectuals of that time
were neither naive propagandists nor dupes of political parties.

David James Fisher makes a case for the committed writer and hopes to re-ignite the debate about
commitment. For him, Romain Rolland sums up engagement in a striking, dialectical formula: "Pessimism
of the Intelligence, Optimism of the Will." His story presents a powerful challenge to modern intellectuals.
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From reader reviews:

Dana Gallo:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want
by a publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Romain Rolland and the Politics of
Intellectual Engagement will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book
with you?

Edward Kirklin:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is Romain Rolland and the Politics of Intellectual Engagement.

David Colon:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Romain Rolland and the
Politics of Intellectual Engagement that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want
to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Romain Rolland and the Politics of Intellectual
Engagement become your own personal starter.

Kristy Douglas:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Romain Rolland and the Politics
of Intellectual Engagement.
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