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Despite being institutionalized for schizophrenia at age thirty-one, Adolf Wölfli (1864-1930) achieved
artistic greatness in his cell at Waldau Mental Asylum near his native Bern, Switzerland. He has had a
profound influence on modern art ever since; André Breton described his work as "one of the three or four
most important oeuvres of the twentieth century." The Art of Adolf Wölfli offers a fresh vantage point on the
artist's remarkably intricate drawings and astonishing collages, as well as his newly translated writings,
which are justly celebrated for their dizzying blend of mythology and humor. Also included are illuminating
essays by leading specialists on his art and life.

Wölfli's youth was one of deprivation. His alcoholic father ran off when Wölfli was five, and his mother died
soon after. Despite these travails, he managed to complete his education, acquiring the sophisticated literacy
so evident in his later work. However, beginning at age twenty-six, his repeated attempts to molest young
girls landed him first in jail and, in 1894, in the asylum. Though violent at first, by 1899 he calmed down--
and began to draw.

Working primarily in pencil on newsprint, Wölfli created a dense, stunningly detailed medley of wildly
imaginative prose texts interwoven with poems, musical compositions, color illustrations, and collages. His
five-part magnum opus, "St. Adolf-Giant-Creation," comprises 45 large volumes and 16 notebooks--25,000
pages in all--containing 1,620 drawings and 1,640 collages.

Sure to be the authoritative resource for this remarkable oeuvre, this striking book represents compelling
testimony that great torment does not preclude great art.

EXHIBITION SCHEDULE

American Folk Art Museum, New York
 February 25 - May 18, 2003

Milwaukee Art Museum
 September 18 - December 12, 2004
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Alexander:

The event that you get from The Art of Adolf Wölfli: St. Adolf-Giant-Creation is the more deep you rooting
the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to comprehend but The Art of Adolf Wölfli: St. Adolf-Giant-Creation giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who
read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having this particular The Art of Adolf Wölfli: St. Adolf-Giant-
Creation instantly.

Arnold Allison:

The particular book The Art of Adolf Wölfli: St. Adolf-Giant-Creation will bring someone to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Art of Adolf Wölfli: St. Adolf-
Giant-Creation is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.

Anthony Lainez:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Art of Adolf Wölfli: St.
Adolf-Giant-Creation that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but
for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you may pick The Art of Adolf Wölfli: St. Adolf-Giant-Creation become your starter.

Nancy Byrom:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This reserve The Art of Adolf Wölfli: St. Adolf-Giant-Creation was filled with regards to
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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