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The ante bellum homes of Lexington and Fayette County, Kentucky, are both more numerous and more
distinctive in design than those of many communities of similar age. Founded in 1775, Lexington by the turn
of the century had become the chief cultural center north of New Orleans and west of the Alleghenies.
During the eight decades between the Revolution and the Civil War, Fayette County was the focus of
converging streams of immigration, and a phenomenal amount of building activity took place in Lexington
and the surrounding area. Although local builders followed the trends of national architecture, they were not
primarily concerned with "correctness," and developed a provincial style which was distinguished by
originality and a high level of craftsmanship.

In Ante Bellum Houses of the Bluegrass, Clay Lancaster seeks to define the indigenous character of Fayette
County building, which he concludes is of unusually distinguished quality. A second aim is the presentation
of authentic data as a guide for intelligent restoration of existing old buildings, many of which have been
defaced by unnecessary changes and inappropriate additions. He traces the development of house building in
this restricted area from the first crude log cabins, through frame, stone, and early brick residences, to the
substantial homes built by wealthy landowners and merchants in the mid-nineteenth century.

The text is supplemented by 200 line drawings which present the essential features of each building free
from the later alterations and decay which would be recorded by the camera. These illustrations have been
compiled on the basis of intensive research, from old photographs, maps, drawings, and other records. An
album of halftone illustrations, many of which are reproductions of old photographs of buildings which have
been altered or demolished, supplements these illustrations.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Davidson:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Ante Bellum Houses of the Bluegrass book is readable by simply you who
hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Ante Bellum
Houses of the Bluegrass content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking Ante Bellum
Houses of the Bluegrass is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Mark Feaster:

The book with title Ante Bellum Houses of the Bluegrass has a lot of information that you can learn it. You
can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Edris Sibert:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Ante Bellum Houses of the Bluegrass your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before.
The Ante Bellum Houses of the Bluegrass giving you another experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Shawn Howe:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Ante Bellum Houses of the Bluegrass why because the excellent
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will
be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.
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