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Over the past century, Buddhism has come to be seen as a world religion, exceeding Christianity in longevity
and, according to many, philosophical wisdom. Buddhism has also increasingly been described as strongly
ethical, devoted to nonviolence, and dedicated to bringing an end to human suffering. And because it places
such a strong emphasis on rational analysis, Buddhism is considered more compatible with science than the
other great religions. As such, Buddhism has been embraced in the West, both as an alternative religion and
as an alternative to religion.

This volume provides a unique introduction to Buddhism by examining categories essential for a nuanced
understanding of its traditions. Each of the fifteen essays here shows students how a fundamental
term—from art to word—illuminates the practice of Buddhism, both in traditional Buddhist societies and in
the realms of modernity. Apart from Buddha, the list of terms in this collection deliberately includes none
that are intrinsic to the religion. Instead, the contributors explore terms that are important for many fields and
that invite interdisciplinary reflection. Through incisive discussions of topics ranging from practice, power,
and pedagogy to ritual, history, sex, and death, the authors offer new directions for the understanding of
Buddhism, taking constructive and sometimes polemical positions in an effort both to demonstrate the
shortcomings of assumptions about the religion and the potential power of revisionary approaches.

Following the tradition of Critical Terms for Religious Studies, this volume is not only an invaluable
resource for the classroom but one that belongs on the short list of essential books for anyone seriously
interested in Buddhism and Asian religions.
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From reader reviews:

James Ponce:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Critical Terms for the Study of Buddhism
(Buddhism and Modernity) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Shanika Jeans:

The book Critical Terms for the Study of Buddhism (Buddhism and Modernity) will bring that you the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Critical Terms for the Study of Buddhism
(Buddhism and Modernity) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jack Unger:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Critical Terms for the Study of
Buddhism (Buddhism and Modernity) that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want
to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Critical Terms for the Study of Buddhism (Buddhism and
Modernity) become your current starter.

Ila Petty:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Critical Terms for the
Study of Buddhism (Buddhism and Modernity) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's find.
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